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Caribbean international relationships aay be etebilized by forthoontng 25X1A 


AIR POWER IN THE CARTSRRAR 


airoraft deliveries thet will assure ‘the Donintoas Republic air supremacy 
over its Carlbbess and Contrel Anerieas neighbors, Aware of the inportame 
af aly power, the "denvseracten", will appreaiate the ieviatiis in the 
way of guseesstul filivustering expeditions against the “Atotatorahiya® 
svsclute air superlority. q | 
The signifigmos of air power in Central hese dibiasbayitioued ee oer = 
relationships wae denonatrated by recent eventea fu Costa Rien, The ability 
of the Figueres forces to obtain control of three comercial sir transports 
by means of which they received materiel from friends in Guatenale was on 
importent froter im placing Pigueres in eontrol of the present quvevments 
Palamse of yewer alignments in the area whieh place Cubs, tied, Vaue~ 
aueia, Guatemala and now Costa Rica in opposition te Ktcaragua, the Doninte 
een Republic and Honduras (with E21 Salvader maintaining a diffienlt nectral~ 
ity between the two groupe) have further inqressed the importance of sir 


power, Foth sides have demonstrated «a willingness to supply materiel te 
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their respective friends, and such materiel as has been exohanzed hes ef~ 
ther been (1) airorart or (2) munitions and weapons transported to ‘is Yen 
olpient in government controlled or owned aireraft. Yor ete. last ewmep 
the Cuban army selced weapons from the partioipants in the dll<fated invac 
sion attenpt against the Denbalies Republic, Some ef thie wiea was law 
ter shipped to Guatenala in Gustenmlen aray wee. ond from there 26 wea ou 
shipped to Coste Mes on aera planes seited by the Pagueres pontine: | 
sry forces, Despite the denials of Fresident Trujijle, the evidence ts subs 
stantial thet his aly force has transferred at least ene fighter plane te 
Riseragan vhere Souona ie under threat of a ttegk ly the “Caribvean brigade", 

Clearly, therefore, air power te of importance in sssessing the rela« 
tive atrength of rival bless of power in the Caribbean, and the ability ef 
individual govermente to withstand revolutionary incursions fren without, 
Furthermore, assays of relative atrength mst include semercital sirorats 7 
tvaileble to the Caribbean governments in the event of emergency. On the 
basis Of present estimates, the strongest air power in the Caribbean-Central 


Anerioin sven is Cuba, followed by the Dominican Republic, Vinosuslap 
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Bicarsgue, Guatemala, H néuras, Haiti, BY siiciass ond Coste Rien in thet ore 
dere A, the present time, however, Cuba's superiority over the Dominican Re~ 
public is very id end, if one considers ale strength from the standpoint 
of bioe rivalries the Deminiean Republics, Hlenragua and Honduras in oombination 
are equal (if net alightly superior) to Cubs, Vanesueta, Custemmla, Hoitd 
and Coste Rica in tonbinstions From the standpoint of Central Auoriss 
alone, the Bionraguan airforce enjoys superiority over that of any of ite ; 
potentially hostile neighbors and cannot be aie threatened by ‘ea 
of Costa Rica and Guatemala in conbination, Of perhaps even greater signiti. 
gence is the fact that the Dentaioan Republis is reported to be receiving 
within two or three weeks five Mosquitoes and tun Bgautighters fron Great 
Britaing These yienets if they arrive, in cenbinetion with ix PsSl's now 
om erder fron the U9 (thety export has teen approved by the eoupetent Ud 
authorities) wlll give the Dominioan Repubiie absolute aly superiority over 
the other Caribbean and Cental dmeries: republiow and ne existing conbine 
ation of powers or potential cooubination of power au in the neay future, 


be able to mateh it, 
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Sines 15 is unlikely that the Caribberm: aountrdes will, in the forscvadle 
future, engage in open warfare seainst one another, it is estimated that su» 
perlority of alr atrength of the ae«celled dietatorshipa will be weed priv 
martly as « devices for proteetion egainst filibuster ing empeditions ergesised 
outelde of theiy cm territorion ani eae againe> them, It will alse be 

Friadiy Gower 

used to assure the dlivery of arms and materiel fren one dictatorship to 
another in the event of a revolutionary attack om any ono of thems In core 
tain onsen it te bo be expected that planes ities will be one ae ne eee 
the ageinet potential o eotual revolutionaries, as hes already bean the case 
with the PeSés which Trujille hes loased or sold to Sonouns 

Tf the Dominion Republic avtually mee in establishing the aly 
superiority thas now seems inevitable on the brete of forthcoming delivers 
Les, international relationships in the aree should become more stabilized, 
Tt in owtinated that the democracies will com to realize the hepelessness 
of theiy situation from the stanipoint of underteking or weprerting fiiin 
bustering expeditions ef the Cayo Confites type and Marr ae aetivity 


will perforce revert to the traditional barragk room eonspiraciet. The 
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Rength of tenure of the present diutatorships in the Dominiann Kepublic, Hio« 
esregua, and Honduras and the bitterness whieh they have Mapehanieks aleve, 
will prebably enhange the degres of violence, bloodshed and assassination whieh 


will accompany such traditional internal oonspirneies. 
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